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Word from the director

LUCSUS’ work during 2022 was a positive and productive time but 
still set against a backdrop of tumultuous global events. While we 
turned a corner, and finally put the Covid-19 pandemic behind us, 
we also entered into a polycrisis with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and 
inflation and energy costs soared. The year was also marked by 
extreme events such as the floods in Pakistan in August, which affected 
more than one million people, and record heat waves across Europe.

For our centre, 2022 was an important year. We focused on 
substantial new recruitments, engagement in existing networks, and 
developed new cross-university and external networks. We also 
received major funding which will enable us to explore new areas 
in sustainability science. We recruited three new lecturer positions 
in sustainability science and several new postdocs. In addition, the 
LUCSUS PhD research school has gained many new PhDs, who are 
exploring exciting and important research topics connected to our 
research themes.

LUCSUS was jointly awarded one of five new profile areas at Lund 
University: Nature Based Future Solutions, focusing on the complex 
links between biodiversity loss and climate change. We will work 
together with collaborators across Lund University and beyond to study 
how these crises impact society and human health and well-being. 

Throughout 2022, LUCSUS actively engaged in developing its 
contributions to sustainability science. One important effort was the 
Sustainability Frontiers Conference, we co-hosted with Stockholm 
Environment Institute in February, identifying future directions of 
sustainability science, including social mobilisation, economies and 
degrowth, digitalistion, and relational approaches to sustainability and 
inner transformations. We also took over the POLLEN secretariat from 
ANU’s Resources, Environment and Development Program for the next 
couple of years. This new role fits well with our focus on understanding 
and explaining pressing sustainability challenges through inter- 
and transdisciplinary approaches.

As Director of LUCSUS, I am very proud over our work to date, 
and how we are pushing the fronters of sustainability science 
and education. Especially the efforts of all our researchers, teachers 
and staff who make up the unique environment that LUCSUS is.

In 2023, we will continue to develop, deepen and advance 
our research, education and impact, and  to improve our 
research environment, our outputs, and our work to reach with our 
research outside of academia

Emily Boyd
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Research

Sustainability science is a crucial area of research 
and study, now more than ever. Our world is facing 
multiple crises, from climate change and biodiversity 
loss to food and energy crisis, as well as increasing 
vulnerability in communities worldwide.

For over 20 years, LUCSUS has been at the forefront of sustaina-
bility research and education. We tackle complex issues of gover-
nance, equity, and social justice, in relation to climate, land, urban, 
energy and biodiversity. Our work engages with normative and 
value based issues and future well-being and equity. 

What’s unique about LUCSUS is our collaborative approach and the 
way that we co-design our research together with actors outside 
of academia. We engage with both critical and problem solving 
approaches and we do our research both locally, nationally and at 
global scales.

LUCSUS FIVE MAIN RESEARCH THEMES
• Climate Change & Resilience
• Land Use, Governance and Development
• Urban Governance and Transformation
• Biodiversity and Natural Resource Management

Energy Justice and Sustainability of Energy Systems•

RESEARCH FUNDING
We successfully secured major funding contributions for new 
research projects, including flagship projects: BIOPATH - Pathways 
towards an efficient alignment of the financial system with the needs 
of biodiversity; NATURICE - Changing social and cultural values of 
nature: Exploring plural values of human-nature relationships in 
glacierised environments; Environmental Human Rights Defenders 
– Change Agents at the Crossroads of Climate change, Biodiversity
and Cultural Conservation; ICARUS - Illuminating power dynamics
in Cross-scale Adaptation for more Resilient and just futures; and
Belmont Forum ITHACA project on Immobility in a changing climate.

 OUR CORE VALUES

  Our Environment Is: 
Open, Collaborative, and Empowering

Our Perspectives Are: 
Bold, Creative, and Challenging

We Strive To: 
Bridge Boundaries, Illuminate  
Possibilities, and Catalyse Change

We Act With: 
Integrity, Hope, and Joy

RESEARCH NETWORK

LUCSUS IN NUMBERS

  30 researchers and
           teachers

100 master students

1000+ alumni

        from 100 countries

50+ partners

     from 25 countries
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Highlights in research, policy and engagement

In 2022, we organised and participated in a number of different scientific conferences, 
high-level meetings, reports and policy processes, highlighting how LUCSUS’ work is 
increasingly recognised at different policy levels. 

Many of the activities were connected to the publication of the IPCC 6th Assessment 
Report, the UNFCCC Climate Change Conference (COP27) and the UN Biodiversity 
Conference (COP15), with a special focus on reaching decision makers and the policy 
level.

SUSTAINABILITY FRONTIERS CONFERENCE 
LUCSUS and SEI co-organised an international online 
conference, with almost 800 registered researchers and 
practitioners, on the frontiers of sustainability science. 
Through five different sessions with prominent speakers 
from across the world, as well as interactive workshops, 
the conference explored emerging topics for sustaina-
bility science such as: resistance and social movements, 
inner transformations and imaginaries, decolonisation, 
and degrowth. The conference also discussed where the 
different strands meet and how they fit together with 
other perspectives on sustainability.

LUND UNIVERSITY’S NEW PROFILE AREA: 
NATURE-BASED FUTURE SOLUTIONS
LUCSUS is one of three coordinating departments 
of a new profile area at Lund University focusing on 
ecosystem-based approaches to handle biodiversity loss 
and climate change. The profile area will also look at 
how the intertwined biodiversity and climate crises can 
be linked to sustainable societal development. Nature-
Based Future Solutions is one of five new profile areas at 
Lund University, which were launched in 2022.

MISTRA BIOPATH 
LUCSUS is part of the new major MISTRA project, 
BIOPATH - Pathways for an efficient alignment of the 
Financial System with the needs of Biodiversity. 
The four year project aims to map, assess, co-develop 
and test existing and novel approaches for integration 
of biodiversity considerations into financial decision- 
making, and analyse the institutional and policy implica-
tions of potential transition pathways.

NEW RESEARCH EXCELLENCE PROGRAMME 
ON POSTGROWTH WELFARE SYSTEMS
LUCSUS researcher Mine Islar is one of the coordinators 
of a new research programme on Postgrowth Welfare 
Systems, funded by Lund University’s Research Program-
me for Excellence, focusing on the 2030 Agenda and 
sustainable development. The project aims to develop 
and assess ways of decoupling welfare from economic 
growth by focusing both on the ‘supply’ and ‘demand’ 
aspects of welfare provision.

We work to understand, explain, and cata-
lyse social change and transformations in 
relation to material limits in the biosphere.
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SWEDISH CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM 
LUCSUS researchers participated and presented at the 
Swedish Climate Symposium in Norrköping. The sym- 
posium highlighted the main conclusions of the 6th 
Assessment Report (IPCC AR6) and its consequences 
for Sweden. The Symposium was a unique opportunity 
for scientists to collectively reflect upon and share their 
contributions to climate science with other scientists as 
well as the media, politicians and societal actors.

CONFERENCE “MÖTESPLATS BIOSFÄR”
LUCSUS co-hosted the first national biosphere con- 
ference, Mötesplats Biosfär. The conference aimed to 
strengthen the link between knowledge development, 
practice and policy and explore opportunities to develop 
practical solutions for the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda with Sweden’s biosphere reserves as arenas of 
action. 

THE INNER DEVELOPMENT GOALS
LUCSUS became an academic partner to the Inner 
Development Goals (IDGs) initiative. It is a non-profit 
organisation for inner development, researching, 
collecting and communicating science-based skills and 
qualities that help us to live purposeful, sustainable, 
and productive lives. The initiative has co-creation at 
its centre, with ongoing development and input from 
experts, scientists, practitioners and organisations 
around the world. In April, Professor Christine Wamsler 
participated as a speaker at the first Inner Development 
Goals Summit in Stockholm, talking about Meeting the 
Climate Crisis Inside Out.

SCIENCE, LAW AND ACTIVISM TOWARDS 
CLIMATE ACTION IN THE SWEDISH CONTEXT  
LUCSUS organised an online panel discussion about the 
potential of combining science, law and activism in the 
pursuit of climate action in Sweden. It tackled research 
questions such as how synergies between climate sci-
entists, law practitioners and activists can be pursued to 
advance climate action in Sweden.

FIRST POST-LUCID SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 
For the first time since completing the 10-year Linnaeus 
Research School, LUCID (Lund University Centre of Excel- 
lence for Integration of Social and Natural Dimensions 
of Sustainability), in 2018, many of the participating re-
searchers reconvened for a two-day symposium at the 
Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies.

DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH DAY 2022
Lund University celebrated 20 years of the annual 
Lund University Development Research Day. This year 
the meeting was co-hosted by LUCSUS, and gathered 
about 85 participants across faculties of Lund University 
and beyond. Since the start in 2002, the Development 
Research Day has been an annual forum to exchange 
ideas and to network across disciplines.

THE IPCC AR6: IMPACTS, ADAPTATION AND VUL-
NERABILITY - REPORT IN A SWEDISH CONTEXT
Professor Emily Boyd participated in a research panel 
discussion organised by Lund University to discuss the 
outcomes of the IPCC report AR6 and its implications in 
a Swedish context.
 
CREATIVE CLIMATE LEADERSHIP SWEDEN SUMMIT
LUCSUS co-organised a full day event in Sigtuna as 
part of the Creative Climate Leadership Programme. 
The event gathered a network of climate justice lead-
ers, artists, policy-makers, scientists, and youth activists 
working in the arts and culture sector to explore the 
different types of leadership, practices and policies that 
are vital to realise the true potential of the arts in times 
of climate breakdown.

Emily Boyd gave a keynote presentation about the IPCC AR6 
Assessment report, Chapter 8: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulne-
rability, at the Swedish Climate Symposium.

Wim Carton talked about carbon removal technologies with 
representatives from the Swedish political parties at the 
Swedish Climate Symposium in May. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON PERENNIAL 
GRAINS IN EUROPE
In December, LUCSUS and The Land Institute jointly 
organised a two-day meeting with research partners in 
Europe. About 40 research collaborators from Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Poland, Sweden, UK, Ukraine, and 
USA, gathered in Lund to discuss recent findings, 
new projects, and future collaborations. The meeting 
was a starting point for more coordinated activities of 
research, practice, and exchange of seeds of perennial 
grain agriculture in Europe. 

SCIENCE’S 2022 BREAKTHROUGH OF THE 
YEAR: PERENNIAL RICE 
In December 2022, the publication Science announced 
the 10 scientific breakthroughs of the year. One of them 
was the development of perennial rice as reported in 
an article published in Nature Sustainability in Novem-
ber 2022. The article was the result of researchers and 
practitioners coming together at an international con-
ference on perennial grain agriculture in Lund, in 2019. 
The conference was co-organised by LUCSUS and the 
Pufendorf IAS theme DOMESTICATION: a testament 
to the importance of bringing researchers together to 
present, discuss, and develop research findings.

CONSCIOUS FOOD SYSTEMS ALLIANCE
In 2022, LUCSUS became official partners of the 
Conscious Food Systems Alliance. The Conscious Food 
Systems Alliance (CoFSA), convened by UNDP, is a 
movement of food, agriculture, and consciousness 
practitioners united around a common goal: to support 
people from across food and agriculture systems to 
cultivate the inner capacities that activate systemic 
change and regeneration. Professor Christine Wamsler 
contributed to two new reports from the Conscious 
Food Systems Alliance: the Theoretical Foundations 
Report: Research and evidence for the potential of 
consciousness approaches and practices to unlock 
sustainability and systems transformation; and the 
Rationale for action report: Cultivating inner capacities 
for regenerative food systems. 

NEW HOSTS OF THE POLLEN SECRETARIAT 
In 2022, LUCSUS took over the POLLEN (Political Ecology 
Network) Secretariat until 2024.
POLLEN is an umbrella organisation of political ecology 
researchers, groups, projects, networks and ‘nodes’ 
across the globe. POLLEN seeks to provide a platform 
for the ‘cross-fertilisation’ of ideas, where the world’s 
many rich, diverse traditions can come together, discuss, 
and debate the latest developments in the field.

The POLLEN secretariat at LUCSUS consists of Juan Samper, 
Torsten Krause, Lina Lefstad, Wim Carton, Kelly Dorkenoo, 
Fabiola Espinazo Cordova and Mine Islar.

LUCSUS SEMINAR SERIES 
The LUCSUS research seminar series continued to 
explore new and important topics related to our work on 
societal change and transformations for sustainability. 
In spring, LUCSUS researchers and invited speakers 
presented their work online within the theme 
Connecting the Local and the Global. Seminars covered 
topics ranging from climate justice, activism, and 
decolonisation, to governance, health, and digitalisation. 
In the autumn, we returned to the office, for physical 
seminars. Under the theme, Methods for Mobilisation, 
we explored questions on how to engage with the issues 
we study, and how we can navigate between roles as 
researchers, practitioners, and individuals.
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LUCSUS engagement at COP27

At the United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP27, in Egypt, a hallmark 
agreement to establish a specific fund for loss and damage was reached. For people and 
organisations across the world, as well as many LUCSUS researchers who have worked on 
loss and damage from climate change for more than a decade, this is a major achievement, 
especially as the realities of the climate crisis are now evident everywhere.

LUCSUS researchers participated and organised events at COP27, and contributed with 
scientific knowledge and expertise to reports, policy briefs and decision makers on issues 
related to loss and damage from climate change, land use, food systems and inner trans-
formations.

WORKSHOP WITH THE AFRICA ACTION 
NETWORK ON LOSS AND DAMAGE
LUCSUS organised a side event at COP27 on non-
economic loss and damage with scholars from across 
Africa working on climate, development, and vulnerabi-
lity to engage with and discuss current knowledge gaps 
and future directions on loss and damage from climate 
change. The workshop is part of a broader LUCSUS 
initiative to establish an Africa Action Network on loss 
and damage from climate change in key regions across 
the continent.

NEW EXPLAINER AND POLICY BRIEF ON NON 
ECONOMIC LOSS AND DAMAGE
A head of COP27, LUCSUS researcher Guy Jackson co-
wrote and launched an explainer and policy brief on 
loss and damage, published by the Loss and Damage 
Collaboration. The explainer unpacks the what, why, 
how, where, and who of non-economic loss and da-
mage, and provides actionable advice on how people 
and institutions can begin to address it. 

UNFCCC COP27, 2022. Photo: Kiara Worth.

In 2022 there was an unprecedented mobilisation for compensation for loss and damage amongst civil society. Leading up to 
COP27, groups all over the world called on Egypt to include financing on the formal agenda.
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LOSS AND DAMAGE IN CLIMATE 
NEGOTIATIONS: EXPERIENCES FROM COP27
PhD Student Alicia N’Guetta and postdoctoral researcher 
Guy Jackson participated in a roundtable discussion at 
Lund University to share their experiences from COP27 
and discuss the role of loss and damage in climate 
negotiations.

SYNTHESIS REPORT: 10 NEW INSIGHTS IN 
CLIMATE SCIENCE
LUCSUS researchers Emily Boyd and Murray Scown were 
two of 65 leading scientists behind the 2022’s 10 New 
Insights in Climate Science, presenting key insights from 
the latest climate change-related research. The synthesis 
report covered crucial topics for negotiators at COP27: 
from adaptation and mitigation, to the intersections of 
climate and food systems, security, and finance.  

THE LAND GAP REPORT
LUCSUS researcher Wim Carton participated in a COP27  
side event to launch the new Land Gap Report, which 
he co-authored. Involving more than 20 researchers, the 
report is the first to calculate that countries collectively 
need a total of 1.2 billion hectares of land to fulfil the 
promises laid out in their official climate plans. The report 
highlights the chasm between governments’ reliance on 
land for carbon mitigation purposes and the role that 
land can realistically play due to competing needs, and 
in light of human rights.

FOOD FOR CLIMATE: ACTIVATING 
TRANSFORMATION FROM THE INSIDE OUT 
Professor Christine Wamsler participated in a side event 
organised by The Conscious Food Systems Alliance, on 
how we can support the transition towards regenerative 
food systems through the cultivation of inner capaci-
ties – our individual and collective awareness, mindsets, 
beliefs, values, worldviews, and associated qualities and 
skills.

CO-CREATIVE REFLECTION AND DIALOGUE 
SPACE
LUCSUS took part in organising a Co-Creative Reflection 
and Dialogue Space together with the Research Institute 
for Sustainability – Helmholtz Centre Potsdam. The 
space aimed to facilitate informal conversations, and this 
year’s focus was on the role of trust and fear at the COP.

Read more about the report on 
LUCSUS website

Read more about the report on 
LUCSUS website

Read more about the report on LUCSUS 

website 

https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/new-report-10-new-insights-climate-science
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/new-report-10-new-insights-climate-science
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/countries-climate-pledges-put-unrealistic-demands-land-ahead-emissions-reductions
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/countries-climate-pledges-put-unrealistic-demands-land-ahead-emissions-reductions
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/lucsus-contributes-new-explainer-non-economic-loss-and-damage
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/lucsus-contributes-new-explainer-non-economic-loss-and-damage
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PhD Programme in Sustainability Science

LUCSUS PhD programme continues to grow and attract talented PhD candidates from 
diverse background across the globe, who are committed to produce cutting-edge research 
that addresses critical societal questions.

In 2022, Senior Lecturer Mine Islar assumed the role of Director of PhD Studies, and has 
been leading our efforts to bring the PhD community together after two years of corona 
isolation. A PhD excursion to the Island Ven in August served as an important introduction 
to the common activities and values of the LUCSUS PhD education, and was a significant 
step towards fostering a stronger sense of community and connection within our programme.

LUCSUS WELCOMED OUR FIRST AGENDA 
2030 PHD CANDIDATE
In 2022, we recruited our first Agenda 2030 PhD candi-
date, Juan Samper. The Agenda 2030 Graduate School 
is research school and collaborative platform for issues 
related to societal challenges and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

PHD MILESTONE SEMINARS 
We had eight PhD-milestone seminars, on topics 
ranging from loss and damage from climate change in 
a context of significant environmental and political and 
economic changes, agroecology, farmers’ mobilisations 
in Ghana, and the ”staying on the ground” movement 
in Sweden.  
 
AGENDA 2030 PHD CONFERENCE ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
LUCSUS PhD candidates organised a special session on 
the methodologies of the effects and transformations in 
daily lives for Latin America at the Lund University Agenda 
2030 2nd PhD Conference on Sustainable Development. 

SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED PHD THESES
All four PhD candidates; Isabela Thomas, Douglas 
Benjamin, Amour Seleman and Mary Kayombo, 
enrolled in the collaborative capacity building program: 
Sustainable Sanitation in Theory and Action (SUSTAIN), 
between 2015 and 2022, successfully defended their 
PhD thesis in Integrated Sanitation Management from 
University of Dar es Salaam during the spring of 2022. 

VISITING PHD CANDIDATES 
LUCSUS hosted two visiting PhD candidates, Bruna Medei-
ros from Brasil and Shayan Shokrgozar from Norway. Bruna 
Medeiros studies design and co-production of sustainable 
future scenarios in the context of science-policy interface in 
Guanabara Bay. Shayan Shokrgozar’s research focus is on 
the governance of solar rollout in Rajasthan, India.

NEW RECRUITMENTS
We received funding for four new PhD candidates 
starting in 2023 within the LUCSUS research themes on 
Biodiversity and Climate change and Resilience. 

PhD excursion to the Island Ven in Skåne. In this picture from the left: Juan Samper, Michaelin Sibanda,  Kelly Dorkenoo, Alicia 
N’guetta, Jonas Allesson, Fabiola Espinazo Cordova, Sara Ullström,  Natalia Rubiano and Lina Lefstad.
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New PhD Candidates 2022

JUAN ANTONIO SAMPER  
Juan Samper’s PhD research is part of Lund University's Agenda 
2030 Graduate School. His research focuses on the Andean-
Amazonic region of Putumayo, Colombia, and involves analysing 
both the discursive and material elements associated with the 
concept of defending the territory, and its relationship to peace, 
development, conservation.   

JONAS ALLESSON 
Jonas Allesson is a PhD student in the project “Burying Problems? 
Imaginaries of Carbon Capture and Storage in Scandinavia”. 
Jonas Allesson studies the different and conflicting visions of a 
future adoption of negative emissions technologies in Scandinavia, 
and how such visions affect and are affected by culture, politics, 
and market forces.  Justice aspects of energy transitions are a 
central part of his research.  

LINA LEFSTAD  
Lina Lefstad is a PhD student in the project “Burying problems? 
The imaginaries of carbon capture and storage in Scandinavia”. 
Lina Lefstad’s research area is the political economy of climate 
change mitigation. She focuses primarily on carbon capture and 
storage technology and its climate justice implications.  

CARLOS VELEZ 
Carlos Velez explores the role that Indigenous Traditional Know-
ledge (ITK) plays in the regulation of wildlife consumption in the 
Colombian Amazon. He is interested in the unity of knowledge 
around biodiversity conservation and sustainability for better com-
prehension/action in socio-ecological contexts.
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Educating Agents for Sustainability

LUCSUS provides world-class education in sustainability science and equip change agents 
with tools for solving sustainability challenges. 

In 2022, the LUCSUS teaching staff continued to grow and in the Autumn we launched 
the reformed LUMES programme. We also continued the development of our new master’s 
programme, aimed at addressing the challenges of climate change from a social science 
perspective.

RETURNING TO CAMPUS
After two years of pandemic teaching, we were finally 
able to welcome students back to campus. The year of 
2022 confirmed the importance of physical meeting and 
meeting places and it is clear that both students and 
teachers relish being back at the LUCSUS premises. Still, 
the pandemic taught us a great deal about teaching, 
and we aim to keep and develop the positive elements 
of virtual teaching as well the understanding of a need 
for flexibility in our approach to teaching.

LAUNCHING A REFORMED LUMES
The LUMES programme has, for the past two years, 
undergone a complete reform and the new version was 
launched in the autumn of 2022. Major changes include 
streamlining course credits – making all courses 7.5 ECTS 
– and aligning course content. Several courses have un-
dergone name changes to better reflect content and a 
few, primarily the course now renamed Geographies of 
Sustainability, have undergone substantial changes in 
response to long-standing structural issues. The first se-
mester of the reformed programme, which included the 
newly developed methods course, was very well received 
by students and we’re looking forward to continuing the 
reformed version in the spring.

FILLING THE GAPS
The LUCSUS teaching staff continues to grow. This year 
we have hired two new associate senior lecturers, Bregje 

van Veelen and Murray Scown, who will add well needed 
teaching capacity in the areas of geography and climate 
change. Meanwhile, both postdocs and PhD students 
are getting increasingly involved in teaching, not least 
in the reformed version of the methods courses as well 
as the SASI course Environmental Studies and Sustaina-
bility Science: Concepts, Challenges and Approaches in 
Sustainability Studies, which has been expertly run by 
the LUCSUS PhD student for many years. 

LUCAS
LUCAS is the new master’s programme being develo-
ped by LUCSUS, aimed at addressing the challenges of 
climate change from a social science perspective. The 
programme is on track for a 2025 programme start. 
When launched, the LUCAS programme will offer stu-
dents both a comprehensive social science understan-
ding of the challenges, and potential solutions of climate 
change, as well as create new teaching possibilities and 
careers within LUCSUS.

NEW COURSE ON 2030 AGENDA
LUCSUS has been developing a new course for employ-
ees at Lund university. The course, Universities and the 
2030 Agenda: Teaching, Learning and Acting on the 
Sustainable Development Goals, aims to to be a source 
of inspiration for everyone, everywhere, working with 
universities and teaching, learning and acting on the 
2030 Agenda. The course will increase knowledge and 
understanding of the 2030 Agenda among teachers and 
students, and  stimulate the integration of the 2030 
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals into 
teaching.

SUSTAINABLE TEACHING AND LEARNING IN  
HIGHER EDUCATION: PRINCIPLES & PRACTICES  
LUCSUS teachers have been involved in a seminar series  
on sustainable teaching and learning developed by the 
Division for Higher Education Development (AHU).

LUMES students and teachers on a fieldtrip to Breanäs within 
the course Earth Systems Science in September. 
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Communication

At LUCSUS we believe that communicating and engaging with the public and stakeholders is 
key to ensure that our research and education makes a meaningful impact beyond academia. 

Throughout the year 2022, we continued our efforts to communicate our research and 
influence policy, and advance the societal debate through a variety of channels and activities 
– with a special focus on reaching decision-makers and the policy level.  Our activities 
were closely linked to major conferences and events such as the IPCC sixth knowledge 
assessment, the UNFCCC Climate Change Conference (COP27), and the UN Biodiversity 
Conference (COP15). 

We also continued to developed our strategic communication, with the adoption of 
a new media and communication strategy, which will continue to build and increase 
communication capacity among our staff and ensure our communication work contributes 
to meaningful impact in the years to come.

KEY ACTIVITIES

•	Press releases, commentaries and news articles

•	Public talks, seminars and debates

•	Videos, articles and portraits highlighting our 
teachers, students and alumni

•	Launch of a new presentation video about LUCSUS

•	Development and adoption of a new media and 
communication strategy

•	 Impact stories and videos
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Highlights: News and Media

LOSS AND DAMAGE: THE MOST CRITICAL 
QUESTION FOR COP27
In a news article with Professor Emily Boyd ahead of 
COP27, she highlighted the question of compensation 
for loss and damage as one of the most critical issues 
at COP27. The article also explained what loss and da-
mage is, why we need action on loss and damage, and 
highlighted LUCSUS research contributions to the field.
Read the article on LUCSUS website

”It is important to identify: where 
are losses and damages happening, 
and whom does it affect?”

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS OF REDUCING 
CAR TRAFFIC 
In April, we issued a press release about a study on how 
to reduce car traffic, by Kimberly Nicholas. The study 
quantifies how well 12 measures reduce car use, dra-
wing from real-world experience in cities across Europe. 
Read the press release on Lund University’s website.

A REPORT ON SWEDISH POLITICAL PARTIES 
CLIMATE POLICIES PRIOR TO THE ELECTION. 
Prior to the Swedish election in September, Kim-
berly Nicholas and Wim Carton, together with eight 
other researchers from the research network Re-
searchers Desk, published an assessment of how 
the Swedish political parties align with science.  
Read the article on Lund University’s website.

NORMS MAKE THE TRANSITION TO FORESTRY 
WITHOUT MAJOR CLEAR-CUTTING DIFFICULT
In November, we issued a press release about a study by 
researchers Torsten Krause and Sara Brogaard on how 
cultural and societal norms make the transition diffi-
cult in Sweden to forestry without major clear cutting.  
Read the article on LUCSUS website.

ENVISIONING SUSTAINABLE CARBON 
SEQUESTRATION IN SWEDISH FARMLAND 
In June, we issued a press release about a study by 
researchers Emma Johansson and Sara Brogaard that 
envisions how Swedish farms can become carbon sinks 
rather than sources, and how we can re-design the 
current farm- and food system to address other social, 
economic, and environmental sustainability challenges.
Read the article on LUCSUS website.

” It is essential to re-think how the 
agricultural systems can sequester 
more carbon, and simultaneously 
create vital ecosystems.”

Kimberly Nicholas also wrote the piece ”12 best ways to get 
cars out of cities - ranked by new research” in The Conversa-
tion. The article was the second most-read article in the 
Conversation from Lund university in 2022.  
Read the article in The Conversation

LUCSUS researcher Sara Brogaard was interviewed by Swe-
dish national television about her research on the Swedish 
forest industry.  See the interview on svt.se

https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/loss-and-damage-most-critical-question-cop27
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/most-effective-ways-reducing-car-traffic
https://www.lu.se/artikel/klimatforskare-granskar-partiernas-politik-vilka-lyssnar-pa-vetenskapen-och-vilka-ar-samst-i-klassen
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/norms-make-transition-forestry-without-major-clear-cutting-difficult
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/article/new-study-envisioning-sustainable-carbon-sequestration-swedish-farmland
https://theconversation.com/12-best-ways-to-get-cars-out-of-cities-ranked-by-new-research-180642
https://www.svt.se/nyheter/vetenskap/darfor-ar-motstandet-mot-hyggesfritt-sa-stort-i-sverige
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Gender, inclusion and diversity

During the year 2022 we continued our work on gender, 
diversity and equality (GDE) issues in both our research, 
education and work environment, starting off the year 
with a staff seminar on how we define and use pronouns 
in teaching and throughout our work environment to 
be more inclusive beyond CIS norms. Later in the spring 
semester we also organised a staff seminar focused on 
introducing the concept of decolonial methodology and 
had group discussions reflecting on how we can incorpo-
rate this into our own research and teaching at LUCSUS.  
GDE issues were also emphasised at the LUCSUS fall 
kick-off where our GDE committee chair introduced 

new staff to the Swedish Law on Discrimination and 
Harassment and the new LU Policy on Gender to be 
implemented between 2023-2027. Staff group discus-
sions then followed to identify and prioritise GDE areas 
for future work. One such area identified was recruit-
ment, resulting in the suggestion and inclusion of a bias 
observer in future LUCSUS recruitment processes. Other 
identified and prioritised areas, e.g. student work envi-
ronment and employee work environment will continue 
during 2023.

Environment

LUCSUS’ environmental committee continued its work 
in 2022 following and contributing to developing LUC-
SUS and Lund University internal environmental policy 
and implementation work. The interest from other units 
outside Lund University in LUCSUS´ travel policy has 
been at the core of this work and the committee sup-
ported and gave advice to other organisations based 
on our experiences. During the coming year when the 
environmental committee is restarting in a partly new 

constellation, understanding the flying patterns of 
LUCSUS staff in the post-pandemic context will be part 
of our priorities. The committee also collaborated with 
Akademiska Hus (which owns, develops and manages 
properties for the university) in replacing parts of the 
existing vegetation to plants that more actively attract 
pollinators in order to increase the range of ecosystem 
services of the LUCSUS garden and surroundings.

Work environment and well-being

In 2022, the effects of the coronavirus pandemic con-
tinued to challenge our established work routines and 
affected our personal life situations in different ways. 
During the year we were able to finally return to the 
office, and the LUCSUS board, management team and 
health and safety officer prioritised in- person activities 
and events that aimed at building trust and good re-
lations between staff after the long period of remote 
working. These activities included a staff outdoor re-
treat in Breanäs in June, two Science Days at LUCSUS 
in May and October, and other social events including 
kicking off the Lund University Green Drinks in autumn.  

In November, Via Medici held a training session in 
CPR and first aid for LUCSUS staff and LUMES student 
representatives. How to prevent discrimination at the 
workplace was identified as another important focus, 
and plans were laid out for workshops and information 
activities during 2023.
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Staff in 2022
PROFESSORS
Anne Jerneck
Christine Wamsler
Emily Boyd
Lennart Olsson

SENIOR LECTURERS
Barry Ness
Karin Steen
Kimberly Nicholas
Mine Islar
Sara Brogaard
Sara Gabrielsson
Torsten Krause
Wim Carton

ASSOCIATE SENIOR LECTURERS
Bregje van Veelen 
Murray Scown

RESEARCHERS
Chad Boda
Diego Galafassi
Ellinor Isgren
Ebba Brink
Elina Andersson
Henner Busch
Maja Essebo
Maryam Nastar

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHERS
Altaaf Mechiche-Alami
David O’Byrne 
David Harnesk
Emma Johansson
Eric Hoddy
Guy Jackson

Inge-Merete Hougaard
Rebecca Laycock Pedersen
Salvatore Paolo de Rosa

PHD STUDENTS
Alicia N’Guetta
Bernard Ekumah
Carlos Vélez
Fabiola Espinoza Cordova
Jonas Allesson
Juan Antonio Samper
Kelly Dorkenoo
Lina Lefstad Darin Wahl
Michaelin Sibanda
Natalia Rubiano Rivadeneira
Ronald Byaruhanga
Sara Ullström

   RESEARCH ASSISTANTS
Anika Binte Habib
Ellen Lycke
Gustav Osberg
Mark Connaughton
Utku Kuran

    ADMINISTRATION
Ann Åkerman, Deputy Director
Amanda Elgh, Student Coordinator 
Cecilia Kardum Smith, HR
Charlotta Kjöllerström, Project Coordinator
Joyce Soo, Project Coordinator
Stefan Vesshult, Financial Officer
Ulrike Krantz, Project Coordinator

   COMMUNICATION
Cecilia von Arnold, Communications Officer
Noomi Egan, Communications Officer 
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