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Words from the Director
2018 was a time of change, for sustainability sciences, wider society, as well as
within LUCSUS itself. The release of the IPCC 1,5 C report was a wake up call,
highlighting the urgent need for sustainable transformations at all levels of of
society. Around the world, movements formed to raise their voices for change.
In our annual report we share insights into our developments and contributions
to sustainability science.

Mission & vision
At LUCSUS we look at social change
and transformations in relation to
material limits in the biosphere.
We aim to produce critical world
class sustainability research, teaching and impact that contribute
to solving global environmental
change challenges.
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Within LUCSUS, we focused on advancing
research within four interrelated themes,
which cover land use and governance, climate
change and resilience, urban governance and
transformations, and sustainability of energy
systems. We submitted a record number of grant
applications and received a high return rate. Our
timely successes align well with the mainstreaming
of sustainability across Lund University and
beyond. It also demonstrates a strong continued
leadership in, and engagement with, sustainability
science at different levels.
INTERNAL TRANSFORMATIONS
LUCSUS successfully finalised two years of
intense transition negotiations to join the faculty
of social sciences. The process to transition was
a challenge and an opportunity. LUCSUS staff
took on the transition with great engagement
and focus, leading to a successful outcome.
In teaching, LUCSUS embarked on reform of the
LUMES programme with an aim of streamlining

and updating sustainability science education.
We also said farewell to two of our flagship
activities: the Earth System Governance
secretariat, which moved to Utrecht for a new
exciting phase of its programme, and the 10-year
LUCID research programme and PhD school.
LOOKING FORWARD
In 2019, LUCSUS’ focus will be on defining frontiers
in sustainability science, and developing a new
theme on biodiversity and ecosystems. We will
launch a new 10-year strategy aligned with Agenda
2030 and the broader Lund University strategy.
During the year, LUCSUS will also host major
international conferences on agricultural perennials
and on loss and damage due to climate change. In
our daily work, we will make efforts to implement
our travel policy, as well as advancing our work on
gender, diversity and inclusion work, by welcoming
a Lund University funded female visiting Professor
to LUCSUS.

Facts and Figures 2018

LUCSUS in the Past Year

AWARDED GRANTS 2018: 40 MSEK
GRANTED AWARDS 2018: 40 MSEK

TRAVEL POLICY
Leading the way, LUCSUS was first at Lund
University to present a stringent travel policy
aimed at reducing emissions from academic
travel. It is a step in the right direction to address
the need for urgent transformation to keep
temperatures below 1.5 degrees.

”Academia has a responsibility to walk the
talk on climate change, and demonstrate
that a rapid transformation to a low-carbon
society is both viable and desirable”
/ Wim Carton, environmental office

NEW FUNDING
2018 was a very successful year for new funding.
LUCSUS got awarded more than 20 research
grants from funding agencies such as Formas,
the European Union and Vetenskapsrådet. Many
of them were larger grants, with openings for
new post-docs and PhDs, enabling LUCSUS
to enter into a new exciting phase as a centre
for forward looking sustainability science. New
projects include areas such as climate change and
disproportionate impact on vulnerable people, the
public debate on flying, love and land use, arts,
SDGs, and migration.

LUCID
The interdisciplinary research programme and
PhD school LUCID came to an end after ten
years, 39 PhDs and 29 doctoral theses (additional
theses will be defended in 2020). The PhD school
was established to integrate natural and social
sciences and to pave the way for a new subject:
sustainability science.
TRANSITION TO FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
During 2018, a lot of LUCSUS’ internal work
focused on our transition to the faculty of Social
Sciences at Lund University. In 2019, we are
looking forward to new collaborations within
research and education and getting to know our
colleagues at Faculty of Social Sciences.
LUCSUS IS PASSING ON THE EARTH SYSTEM
GOVERNANCE TORCH TO UTRECHT
After eight years, the international project office
and coordination of the Earth System Governance
Project, a global research alliance, is moving from
LUCSUS to Utrecht University. Highlights include
10 annual conferences, gathering hundreds of
researchers active and interested in the field of
governance and global environmental change, the
establishment of a far reaching international social
science research network, and a new open access
journal and book series.

Energimyndigheten
EU
MISTRA
Sida
VR

Formas

LUCSUS IS HOME TO
30 researchers and teachers
100 master students
INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS
50+ partners from 25 countries
800+ Alumni from 100 countries
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Research
At LUCSUS we look at social change
and transformations in relation to
material limits in the biosphere.
We take an interdisciplinary approach to
tackle complex sustainability challenges,
and combine critical perspectives
with problem-solving approaches
- in collaboration with society, to
make a difference for sustainable
transformations.
At LUCSUS we have organised our research
projects within the following four main research
themes:
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•

Climate Change & Resilience

•

Urban Governance and Transformation

•

Land Use, Governance and Development

•

Energy Justice and Sustainability of Energy

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS ON
CLIMATE CHANGE AND RESILIENCE
What about gender in climate change?
Twelve feminist lessons from development
Anne Jerneck, 2018 Feb 28, In: Sustainability
(Switzerland). 10, 3, 627.
Measuring what works: Quantifying greenhouse gas emission reductions of behavioural interventions to reduce driving, meat
consumption, and household energy use
Wynes, S., Kimberly A. Nicholas, Zhao, J. &
Donner, S. D., 2018, In: Environmental Research
Letters. 13, 11, 113002
Understanding climate resilience in
Ghanaian cocoa communities – Advancing
a biocultural perspective
Hirons, M., E. Boyd, McDermott, C., Asare, R.,
Morel, A., Mason, J., Malhi, Y. & Norris, K., 2018,
In: Journal of Rural Studies. 63, p. 120-129 10 p.

Climate Change and Resilience

A mythical place: A conversation on the
earthly aspects of myth
Maja Essebo, 2018 Apr 15, In: Progress in Human
Geography.

At LUCSUS we address the societal dimensions of
climate change, such as food security, greenhouse
gas emission reductions, transformation of
energy, and urban and rural land use systems. We
address these dimensions from the perspectives
of poverty, inequality, gender, governance,
consumption patterns, economy, justice, and
responsibility.

Mainstreaming climate adaptation: taking
stock about “what works” from empirical
research worldwide
Runhaar, H., Wilk, B., Persson, Å., Uittenbroek,
C. & Christine Wamsler, 2018 apr, In: Regional
Environmental Change. 18, 4, s. 1201-1210

2018 was the year when climate change became
the word on everyone’s lips, and the gravity of the
situation became apparent with the IPCC report
on what measures we need to take to stay within
the goal of 1.5 degrees.

During the year, we published extensively on topics
such as gender and climate change, resilience, and
adaptation, and started to explore mobilisation
and governance connected to climate change.
We also applied for a range of research grants,
resulting in a number of new projects, starting in
2019, including ’Recasting the Disproportionate
Impacts of Climate Change Extremes’, ’Staying on
the Ground’ and ’Negative Emissons’. The new
projects strengthen our focus on climate change
and resilience, and provides an opportunity to
invest even further in this field of interdisciplinary
research.

Overcoming undesirable resilience in the
global food system
Oliver, T. H., Emily Boyd, Balcombe, K., Benton, T.
G., Bullock, J. M., Donovan, D., Feel, G., Heard,
M., Mace, G. M., Mortimer, S. R., Nunes, R. J.,
Pywell, R. F. & Zaum, D., 2018 Aug 13, In: Global
Sustainability. 1, e9, p. 1-9
Is resilience a normative concept?
Henrik Thorén & Lennart Olsson, 2018, In:
Resilience - International Policies, Practices and
Discourses. 6, 2, p. 112-128
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SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
URBAN GOVERNANCE AND
TRANSFORMATIONS
Collaborative Governance for Climate
Change Adaptation: Mapping citizen–
municipality interactions
Ebba Brink & Christine Wamsler, 2018 Mar 1, In
: Environmental Policy and Governance. 28, 2,
p. 82-97 16 p.
Beyond the Pale (Ale): An exploration of the
sustainability priorities and innovative measures
in the craft beer sector
Barry Ness, 2018 Nov 9, In: Sustainability
(Switzerland). 10, 11, 4108.

The emancipatory promise of participatory
water governance for the urban poor:
Reflections on the transition management
approach in the cities of Dodowa, Ghana
and Arusha, Tanzania
Maryam Nastar, Abbas, S., Aponte Rivero, C.,
Jenkins, S. & Kooy, M., 2018, In: African Studies.
77, 4, p. 504-525.
On the road to ‘research municipalities’:
analysing transdisciplinarity in municipal
ecosystem services and adaptation planning
Ebba Brink, Christine Wamsler, Adolfsson,
M., Axelsson, M., Beery, T., Björn, H., Torleif
Bramryd, Ekelund, N., Jephson, T., Narvelo, W.,
Barry Ness, Jönsson, K. I., Palo, T., Sjeldrup, M.,
Sanna Stålhammar & Thiere, G., 2018 Apr 29, In:
Sustainability Science. 13, 3, p. 765-784 20 p.
Community resilience to natural disasters in
the informal settlements in Mwanza City,
Tanzania
Hambati, H. & Genesis T. Yengoh, 2018,
In: Journal of Environmental Planning and
Management. 61, 10, p. 1758-1788.
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Urban Governance and Transformations
We address the challenges and opportunities
associated with increasing urbanisation to support transformations towards sustainability. Our
research offers insights into both the nature and
dynamics of structural issues related to urbanisation as well as constructive actions to move towards
more sustainable and equitable urban futures.
At the local level, we continued working in
close cooperation with a range of stakeholders
such as citizen and professional groups and city
administrations, applying both critical and applied
research approaches. At the national level, we have
supported the Swedish government to develop
national and municipal strategies for disaster risk

reduction and resilience, and in identifying policy
coherence across associated policy frameworks, i.e.
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction,
Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change. We initiated several new interdisciplinary
projects during 2018, while others, like UrbTrans,
are in their final phases, resulting in concrete
outcomes.
LUCSUS also leads the Skåne Local Interaction
Platform for the Mistra Urban Futures Project.
During 2018, 12 local projects became operational,
including a project on waste management between
Kenya and Skåne, a city-to-city learning lab, and an
expert panel on urban ecosystems.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS ON
LAND USE, GOVERNANCE AND
DEVELOPMENT
The use of sociocultural valuation in sustainable environmental management
Ruiz-Frau, A., T. Krause & Marbà, N., 2018 Feb
1, In: Ecosystem Services. 29, p. 158-167 10 p.
”What local people?”: En analys av
gruvkonflikten i Gàllok och den samiska
befolkningens rättigheter ur ett rättviseoch maktperspektiv
David Harnesk, Mine Islar & Stafström, S., 2018
Oct, Svensk gruvpolitik i omvandling: Aktörer,
kontroverser, möjliga världar. Anshelm, J.,
Haikola, S. & Wallsten, B. (eds.). Gidlunds förlag,
p. 101-124 24 p.

Land Use, Governance & Development
LUCSUS has a long-standing focus on addressing
land, land use governance, and development. We
work on a range of different land use challenges
with both global and local perspectives.
In 2018, we worked on sustainable wine production, identifying the potential to harness existing
genetic diversities of wine grapes to adapt to
climate change. We also worked on identifying
priorities for agricultural research, practice and
policy from a European perspective.
In Africa, we advanced our research collaborations
on land use. In Uganda and Sweden, researchers

started the work of introducing new perennial
crops in smallholder contexts as a way to
counteract land degradation and decrease the
vulnerability of farmers in the face of climate
change. We also continued our work on land use
and gender in the region, with a new project in
Zimbabwe.
An emerging area is our focus on defaunation
as an important missing element of forest
governance in the Colombian and Ecuadorian
Amazon, as well our work on sustainability and
environmental justice in post-conflict societies.

Is the future of agriculture perennial?
Imperatives and opportunities to reinvent
agriculture by shifting from annual
monocultures to perennial polycultures
Crews, T. E., Wim Carton & Lennart Olsson,
2018, In: Global Sustainability. 1, p. 1-18 e11.
Recognizing Carbon Forestry’s Uneven
Geography: A Response to Purdon and the
Structure-Agency Dichotomy That Never Was
Wim Carton & Elina Andersson, 2018 Sep, In: Society
and Natural Resources. 31, 9, p. 1094-1102 9 p.
A classification to align social-ecological
land systems research with policy in Europe
Winkler, K. J., Murray W. Scown & Kimberly A.
Nicholas, 2018 Dec 1, In: Land Use Policy. 79, p.
137-145 9 p.
‘If the change is going to happen it’s not
by us’: Exploring the role of NGOs in the
politicization of Ugandan agriculture
Ellinor Isgren, 2018, In: Journal of Rural Studies.
63, p. 180-189
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Fieldwork on renewable energy
In 2018 LUCSUS researcher Mine Islar
traveled to Nepal to explore the
connections between collective action
and renewable energy for her project
River of Commons. Nepal is known for
its strong community governance, and
for being a country greatly at risk from
climate change due to melting glaciers.
Research on collective action is
important since most renewable energy
sources, such as hydropower and solar
panels, are decentralized and managed
by small isolated communities. Mine
visited two districts where community
run hydropower energy is the only
source of energy. Her preliminary
findings show that the benefits of the
hydropower depend on the economic
status of the households.
Read more about Mine Islar’s research
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Energy Justice and Sustainability of Energy Systems
We study social and environmental impacts of
different socio-technical arrangements for energy
production, distribution and consumption. We
take a systemic approach to the energy system
and investigate both fossil fuel and renewable
technologies.

Recent research includes identifying the ways in
which renewable energy is not transforming but
rather building on existing unequal structures thus
reinforcing unsustainability. This demonstrates
that we are still seeing the negative effects of
carbon offsets on local communities.

During 2018, LUCSUS researchers examined and
explored connections across social divisions of
race, class, gender, age, and nationality in low
carbon energy transitions. Another focus has
been on how the transition to renewable energy
effects local communities.

A thesis examining biofuel regulation was also
presented, analysing the effects of EU’s Renewable Energy Directive. It investigated how the
directive meets its goals of reducing the climate
impact from the transport sector, and how it affects land use and livelihoods in the Global South.

RESEARCH OUTPUTS

Publications

Number of citations 2018: 880
Publications 2018

In 2018 LUCSUS produced more than 70 outputs
across a range of sustainability and social science
journals, including Nature Climate Change,
Global Environmental Change, Journal of Cleaner
Production, Geoforum, Ecology & Society,
Progress in Human Geography, and Global
Sustainability.
LUCSUS produced a Special Issue of Ecology &
Society containing a synthesis of LUCSUS research
on the nature of interdisciplinary sustainability
science. The special issue is an important
contribution to the field of sustainability science
and opens up an alternate dialogue on social and
natural sciences and the future of the field.

Our early career researchers published a range of
important and critical sustainability science topics
on renewable energy, negative effects of carbon
forests on local communities, environmental
injustice and the role of social movements and
sustainability management.
LUCSUS also saw new publications on emerging
transformations, perennial agriculture, gender
dimensions, loss and damage from extreme
climate change, contemplative sustainable
futures, individual transformations and the role
of individual consumption behavior. New work is
also emerging on how we tackle interdisciplinarity
and normative aspects of sustainability science.

Contribution to journal

- Article
- Letter
- Debate/Note/Editorial
Chapter in Book/Report/
Contribution to conference - Other
Thesis - Doctoral Thesis (monograph)
Thesis - Doctoral Thesis (compilation)
Contribution to journal - Review article

60
1
2
5
1
1
3
3

Number of Publications 2013-2018

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH
LETTERS 'BEST ARTICLE 2018
Kimberly Nicholas and former
LUMES student Seth Wynes'
article on the four most effective
personal lifestyle choices to
reduce your carbon footprint
received the prestigous prize 'Best
Article of 2017' from the journal
Environmental Research Letters.
’The climate mitigation gap:
education and government recommendations miss the most
effective individual actions’.
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Highlights from Fieldwork across the Globe
Research in collaboration with other stakeholders, communities and NGOs is a central aspect of LUCSUS’ work.
Every year, our researchers travel to different countries to conduct case studies and to strengthen our global network.
COLOMBIA
Torsten Krause’s research focuses on hunting and
defaunation. In 2018, he conducted interviews
with organisations working with conservation
in the Colombian and Ecuadorian Amazon, and
visited indigenous communities to study local
approaches to forest governance and traditional
ecological knowledge on forest fauna and hun
ting management.

UGANDA
Wim Carton, Elina Anderson and Lennart Olsson
researched perennial agriculture. Perennials has
the potential to meet some of the combined
challenges that smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan
Africa are facing with increasing temperatures.
In 2018, they did a trial across three regions
testing the perennial grains, perennial sorghum,
pigeonpea, and perennial rice.
Ellinor Isgren and Elina Andersson did a study on
pest managemant, conducting interviews with
government authorities, the private sector and
civil society in the Kampala region. The aim is to
better understand current attempts to regulate
pesticide use and to support farmers in developing
effective and sustainable pest management.

USA
David O’Byrne did fieldwork in the state of
Louisiana for his research on coastal planning,
interviewing planners, organisations, activists,
and civil society. His research aims to find ways
of resolving tensions between the need for
conservation and employment needs within
current coastal planning policies.
10

BRAZIL
Sanna Stålhammar and Ebba Brink conducted
fieldwork on biocultural diversity (BCD) in
informal urban settlements in Rio de Janeiro. They
carried out interviews with residents, community
associations and NGOs in favelas about people’s
use of and connectedness to nature. The research
aims both to critically examine the concept of
BCD and to address literature gaps on how urban
residents experience, use and are affected by
nature and biodiversity.

TANZANIA
Genesis T. Yengoh carried out fieldwork in the
region of Morogoro. The aim of the fieldwork was
to benchmark analysis of land cover changes with
ground observations to permit an assessment of
agricultural intensification and land degradation.

Capacity Building across the Globe
Building capacity in the area of sustainability across the globe is an important part
of our work to increase knowledge and support action for sustainable development.
LUCSUS works with building capacity on issues
such as water, sanitation, climate adaptation,
agriculture and small-scale farming, with a
special focus on the global South, through
both education and practice. We are engaged
in a range of activities and collaborations with
partners in the public sector and NGOs as well as
in higher education.
During 2018, we worked with three capacity
building programmes and projects, two in
Africa, and one in India. In the the long-running
programme ’Sustainable Sanitation in Theory and
Action’ (SUSTAIN) in Tanzania, LUCSUS researchers
educate master and PhD students at the University of
Dar es Salaam in integrated sanitation management.

Under the AgroForestry programme in Mozambique,
LUCSUS collaborates with the Eduardo Mondlane
University in Maputo to educate masters and PhD
students in forestry and agroforestry with the aim
to reduce poverty in rural Mozambique.
In India, LUCSUS participated in the Erasmus+
project, ’Building Inclusive Communities’
(BINUCOM), which aims to build capacity within
higher education institutes for architecture and
planning. BINOCUM provides teachers and
students with knowledge and tools on how to
upgrade and rebuild informal settlements in India
to better withstand the effects of climate change,
such as floods, heat waves, and land erosion.

She wants to break the silence
about menstruation
In many parts of the world menstruation
is not only a cultural taboo and
management challenge but also an
environmental and health issue. The
disposal of used menstrual products
causes clogging of pit latrines and
flush toilets leading to water and soil
pollution.
Researcher Sara Gabrielsson works with
a number of the key challenges of
Menstrual Health Management (MHM)
in the capacity programme SUSTAIN.
In 2017–2018 she did a study in rural
Tanzania, assessing different menstrual
products and introducing the menstrual
cup as a sustainable menstrual option.
Findings from the study resulted in
a film, called ”Breaking the Silence”,
which gives you a glimpse of what the
challenges of having menstruation
looks like for many girls in rural areas
in Sub-Saharan Africa and how we must
improve MHM in order to achieve many
of the SDGs.
The film has been used to raise
awareness and build capacity on MHM
across Africa as well as to inform policy
makers, stakeholders and NGOs about
the importance of sustainable MHM for
the SDGs.
Watch the film ”Breaking the silence”
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PhD Studies in Sustainability Science
LUCSUS PhD candidates come from different disciplinary backrounds within the
field of sustainability. The research undertaken by the PhD candidates is diverse,
often focusing on comprehending and addressing sustainability challenges such
as climate change, climate adaptation, biodiversity loss, and land use change.
During 2018, LUCSUS had four successful theses
defenses in sustainability science. The theses
explored a range of pressing sustainability
challenges, and spanned from the local to
the global in terms of geographical reach and
perspective. Topics include agroecology in
Uganda , coastal planning in the US, Ecosystembased approaches in Sweden, and the impac of
biofuel regulation in the Global South.
With the new funding LUCSUS received in 2018,
we look forward to developing our PhD research
school and welcoming many more candidates to
our centre.

DEFENDED THESES 2018
Ellinor Isgren: Between Nature and
Modernity: Agroecology as an alternative
development pathway: the case of Uganda.
David Harnesk : Adding Fuel to the Fire :
North-South dynamics in the geographies
of transport energy: the case of EU biofuels.
Ebba Brink: Adapting Cities : Ecosystembased approaches and citizen engagement
in municipal climate adaptation in Scania,
Sweden.
Chad Boda: The Beach Beneath the Road:
Sustainable coastal development beyond
governance and economics.

Words from the Director of PhD
studies
2018 was a year of change for the LUCSUS
PhD research school. Throughout the
year, four PhD candidates based at
LUCSUS successfully defeded their theses
and completed their degrees. It was also
the end of the interdisciplinary PhD
school LUCID, which supplied LUCSUS
with steady numbers of PhD candidates
over the past decade.
Going into 2019, we are excited for new
opportunities and possibilities for the
LUCUS PhD research school. We have a
new cohort of PhD candidates, following
the many new research projects that
were successful in getting funded 2018.
After six years as PhD Director, I am now
passing on the torch to Dr. Kim Nicholas,
wishing her, as well as present and future
PhDs, the best of luck.
/ Barry Ness,
Director of PhD studies 2018
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SPECIAL ISSUE IN ECOLOGY AND
SOCIETY: INTEGRATION OF SOCIAL
AND NATURAL DIMENTIONS OF
SUSTAINABILITY

Ten Years with LUCID
The interdisciplinary research programme and PhD research school LUCID –
which was unique in integrating both natural and social sciences – came to an
end in 2018. It paved the way for a new research field, sustainability science,
and is one LUCSUS’ greatest achievements as a centre.
LUCID, Lund University Centre of Excellence for
Integration of Social and Natural Dimensions of
Sustainability, started in 2008 as the result of
LUCSUS becoming a Linné-environment. The
driving idea behind the programme was the belief
that sustainability should be studied from an
integrated natural and social science perspective,
and a desire to develop sustainability science as a
new research subject.
Initially, the research school had 15 doctoral
students from seven different disciplines and
four faculties, who all shared a common work
space. They worked closely together as a group
and also took several courses together.

”A lot of really interesting interdisciplinary
research came out of LUCID.
The best example is how philosophy and
sustainability science cross-fertilised each
other. We had the empirical knowledge,
whereas the philosophers brought
philosophical models to the challenges”
/Lennart Olsson, founding Director of LUCID
.

One of LUCID’s most important contributions
is that the PhD school established sustainability
science firmly on the academic map, especially
internationally. Many of the 29 theses explore sustainability from an interdisciplinary perspective.
LUCID ended with a research conference in
October 2018 to summarise achievements,
research advancements and lessons learned from
the research programme.
The research programme LUCID also resulted in
a Special Issue of Ecology & Society, edited by
LUCSUS researchers Lennart Olsson and Barry
Ness, containing a number of articles on the
nature of interdisciplinary sustainability science.

Social fields and natural systems: integrating
knowledge about society and nature
Lennart Olsson and Anne Jerneck
The interdisciplinary decision problem:
Popperian optimism and Kuhnian pessimism
in forestry
Johannes Persson, Henrik Thorén, and Lennart
Olsson
A critical realist inquiry in conducting
interdisciplinary research: an analysis of LUCID
examples
Maryam Nastar, Chad S. Boda, and Lennart Olsson
Toward an alternative dialogue between the
social and natural sciences
Johannes Persson, Alf Hornborg, Lennart Olsson,
and Henrik Thorén
Finding an academic space: reflexivity among
sustainability researchers
Åsa Knaggård, Barry Ness, and David Harnesk
Harnessing local knowledge for scientific
knowledge production: challenges and pitfalls
within evidence-based sustainability studies
Johannes Persson, Emma L. Johansson, and
Lennart Olsson
At the nexus of problem-solving and critical
research
Yahia Mahmoud, Anne Jerneck, Annica Kronsell,
and Karin Steen
Ecosystem services between integration and
economics imperialism
Henrik Thorén and Sanna Stålhammar
Find all articles in the special issue in Ecology
and Society, vol 23.
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Knowledge to Action

Master programme in Environmental Studies
and Sustainability Science, LUMES
The LUMES programme focuses on sustainability challenges from a local to
a global level through combining both social and natural science perspectives.
It takes an interdisciplinary and holistic approach to sustainability, which
provides students with a broad knowledge of the interaction between
cultural, economic, environmental, political, and social dimensions of
sustainability.
LUMES is an important part of the unique
interdisciplinary educational and research
environment at LUCSUS. At the LUMES
programme we educate graduates to grasp,
analyse, and formulate governance strategies and
practices for societal change.
In the spring, batch 20 graduated from LUMES
and left for new adventures. Our new batch,
which started in the autumn, was the largest
LUCSUS has hosted so far, with 64 students from
about 25 countries. Out of these, 33 percent were
tuition paying students.
During the autumn, we also introduced four new
selective courses in the third semester: Inner
transformation, Political ecology, Popular culture,
and Resilience.
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During 2018, we focused on redeveloping the
LUMES programme with the aim of creating
a master programme in step with current
development and which has the capacity to
grapple with the most pressing sustainability and
environmental challenges in a rapidly changing
global landscape.
This was also a year when many of the LUMES
teachers were engaged in pedagogical
development, e.g. in pedagogical courses,
teachers’ workshops, and in launching a new
university wide Interdisciplinary Pedagogic Forum.
It aims to support teachers in interdisciplinary
teaching which will help improve students’
learning in interdisciplinary courses and
programmes across Lund University.

In the course Knowledge-to-Action
LUMES students get to work with
real-world sustainability challenges
together with societal actors, using
their knowledge in sustainability science
in practice to advance a sustainable
societal transformation.
In a Knowledge to Action project in
2018, LUMES students looked at how
the travel policy of Malmö municipality
compared to staff’s actual travels.

“The environmental department in
Malmö was really interested in what
we had to say, and will use it in their
internal organisation. That shows that
we can really make an impact with
our education.”
/LUMES student René Inderbitzin

Read more about the Knowledge to
Action projects in 2018

LUMES ALUMNI RECEIVED THE GLOBAL
GOAL PRIZE
Alumni Benedikt John (Batch 20) received
The Global Goal Prize (Hållbarhetspriset)
2018 from Miljöpartiet Skåne for his master
thesis “Time to walk the talk: investigating
the incorporation of sustainability at
Lund University School of Economics and
Management”. The prize was presented by
by Karolina Skog, Swedish Minister for the
Environment.
RIGHT LIVELIHOOD AWARD TRAVEL
GRANT
LUCSUS has been an appointed Right
Livelihood College since 2009. In 2018, LUMES
student Katharina Wiese was awarded our
Right Livelihood College field work travel
grant for her LUMES theses ”Micro-hydro
power, cooperative models and energy justice
in Ethiopia”. Katharina Wiese conducted
fieldwork investigating the gendered justice
implications of low-carbon energy projects.
GRADUATION 2018
In June, batch 20 of LUMES students
graduated, with new knowledge and
ideas on how to contribute to sustainable
transformations. The graduation ceremony
took place in the main university building.
STUDENT SURVEY
LUMES got a great review in the latest
student survey (Studentbarometern) at
Lund University. The survey shows that the
students are satisfied with the programme
overall and with the student environment in
particular.
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News Stories from the Year
CLIMATE CHANGE: UNCERTAIN
FUTURE FOR FAVOURITE WINES
Wine connoisseur with a taste for
Pinot noir? You probably need to
rethink your position. Wines made
from the most popular grapes could
disappear because of climate change.
SWEDISH CITIZENS NEED MORE
SUPPORT TO HANDLE THE EFFECTS
OF CLIMATE CHANGE
A changing climate means that
citizens will have to take more action
to safeguard their lives and property
from extreme weather events. At the
same time, there are great differences
in people’s capacities and resources
to do so. It is about time that the
Swedish climate debate considers the
role of individuals when it comes to
the effects of climate change.
HOW LOCAL COMMUNITIES CAN
TRANSITION TO SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY SYSTEMS
What makes for a successful transition
to a low-carbon energy system? Local
involvement, perceived fairness and
information sharing, according to
new research from LUCSUS and IIIEE.
Find all news stories on our website
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Impact & Communication
Communicating and engaging with the public as means to advance the societal
dialogue on sustainability and to change prevailing knowledge, attitudes, beliefs
and discourses about sustainability, is key in our work to make an impact in
society beyond academia.
During 2018, we focused on building our
communicative capacities, for example as
media experts, in writing opinion pieces and
to popularise our research to reach a broader
public. We have also worked with improving our
skills regarding impact, and advanced LUCSUS’
strategic communication.
LUCSUS regularly arranged and participated in
public events such as panel debates, lectures,
seminars and film screenings. Many researchers
also worked actively with outreach activities for
high schools and the public.
LUCSUS IN MEDIA 2018
LUCSUS was an active voice in media and in
the public debate on sustainability during 2018.
We published a number of opinion pieces and
featured as experts on different sustainability
topics. Our research and communication work
generated several big news stories in international
and national media outlets around the word,
including BBC, DN, SVT and Sveriges radio.

The research with the largest media impact include
wine and climate change, climate adaptation,
energy and biofuel, land use and agriculture, and
menstrual health management. Our research on
the four most effective personal lifestyle choices
to reduce your carbon footprint from 2017, is still
one of our most mentioned articles. It has led to
several new collaborations and media coverage
for researcher Kimberly Nicholas during the year,
including a radio programme on Swedish radio
about climate politics ahead of the 2018 general
election.
Our travel policy and contribution to the debate
on university emissions also created an engaged
discussion in mainstream media and social media.
IMPACT
In December, we hosted a two-day workshop and
seminar on research impact with impact expert
professor Mark Reed from Newcastle University
to provide our researchers with better tools and
skills to advance their research impact.

SUSTAINABILITY WEEK
In April, LUCSUS participated in the annual
Sustainability Week in Lund. We participated
in several events, including a workshop on
land use. We also organised an event on
Arts Meet Science where we explored how,
and if, art can drive transformation to a
more sustainable society through seminars,
workshops, collective art making, artistic
installations and a panel debate.
ARTS MEET SCIENCE
In March, Director Emily Boyd inagurated the
exhibition ’The Weather War’ by the artists
Bigert and Bergström. This was the beginning
of a collaboration between Skissernas
museum – The Museum of Artistic Process
and Public Art. During the year, researchers
were invited to participate in public talks,
workshops and guided tours on sustainability
and art at the museum. The initiative led to a
new project on arts and the SDG.
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WORLD WATER DAY
During World Water Day in March, LUCSUS
researcher Chad Boda held a presentation
about virtual water at the local high school
Spyken, which LUCSUS has a long standing
collaboration with on sustainability and
water issues.
YOUTH FOR CLIMATE ACTION
In December, LUCSUS arranged a seminar
to reflect on the UN Climate Change
Negotiations (COP24) and discuss how we
can contribute to turn policy into action.
The discussion was lead by Sweden’s
youth delegate to the UN Climate Change
Negotiations and LUCSUS researcher
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LUCSUS staff, summer 2018
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LUCSUS is a world-class interdisciplinary sustainability centre at Lund University, where scientists are
looking at social change and transformations in relation to material constraints in the biosphere.

Read more about our research and education at
www.lucsus.lu.se
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